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185 AD Irenaeus. “For | have a more vivid recollection of what occurred at that time than of recent events ...; so
that | can even describe the place where the blessed Polycarp used to sit and discourse — his going out, too, and
his coming in — his general mode of life and personal appearance, together with the discourses which he
delivered to the people; also how he would speak of his familiar intercourse with John, and with the rest of those
who had seen the Lord; and how he would call their words to remembrance. Whatsoever things he had heard from
them respecting the Lord, both with regard to His miracles and His teaching, Polycarp having thus received
[information] from the eye-witnesses of the Word of life, would recount them all in harmony with the Scriptures.”
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There existed, long before this time, certain men more ancient than all those who are esteemed philosophers, both
righteous and beloved by God, who spoke by the Divine Spirit, and foretold events which would take place, and
which are now taking place. They are called prophets. These alone both saw and announced the truth to men,
neither reverencing nor fearing any man, not influenced by a desire for glory, but speaking those things alone which
they saw and which they heard, being filled with the Holy Spirit. Their writings are still extant, and he who has read
them is very much helped in his knowledge of the beginning and end of things, and of those matters which the
philosopher ought to know, provided he has believed them. For they did not use demonstration in their treatises,
seeing that they were witnesses to the truth above all demonstration, and worthy of belief; and those events which
have happened, and those which are happening, compel you to assent to the utterances made by them, although,
indeed, they were entitled to credit on account of the miracles which they performed, since they both glorified the

Creator, the God and Father of all things, and proclaimed His Son, the Christ [sent] by Him: which, indeed, the false









c. 160-230

Fiery Christian writer in Carthage, North Africa

He may have been an ordained presbyter

Wrote numerous apologies, works against heretics, and exhortations to other Christians.

Later in his life (212 AD), he joined the Montanist sect, which expected its members to follow man made aesthetic
commands. Watch out for quotes from him after 212AD.

“The leg does not feel the chain when the mind is in heaven”

“The blood of martyrs is the seed of the church.”
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Born to Christian parents near Alexandria, Origen was the oldest of seven children. He was taught the faith by his

father Leonides, who was martyred in 202. His mother hiding his clothes prevented 17-year-old Origen from rushing

out to die alongside Leonides.

To help support his family, Origen opened a grammar school and began to teach those training for the ministry. He

studied under a pagan philosopher, so as to better understand the arguments against Christianity.

As his school exploded in growth, Origen noticed a desire to better understand Scripture by himself and others.
Fueled by this passion, Origen worked for 20 years on the massive Hexapla, a six-column text that contained the

Hebrew Bible and five Greek interpretations.
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The Muratorian fragment is a copy of perhaps the oldest known list of the books of the New Testament. The
fragment, consisting of 85 lines, is a 7th-century Latin manuscript bound in a 7th or 8th century codex from the
library of Columban's monastery at Bobbio; it contains internal cues suggesting it is a translation from a Greek
original written about 170 or as late as the 4th century. Both the degraded condition of the manuscript and the
poor Latin in which it was written have made it difficult to translate. The beginning of the fragment is missing, and it
ends abruptly. The fragment consists of all that remains of a section of a list of all the works that were accepted as
canonical by the churches known to its anonymous original compiler. It was discovered in the Ambrosian Library in

Milan by Father Ludovico Antonio Muratori (1672-1750), the most famous Italian historian of his generation, and
published in 1740.

The following translation usually follows the amended text edited by Hans Lietzmann, Das Muratorische Fragment
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How “set apart” from the world are we on the issue of materialism?
When people look at us, do they see a difference?

Do we live below our means and are we being sacrificial?



“For Christians are not differentiated from other people by country, language, or customs; you see, they do not live
in cities of their own, or speak some strange dialect, or have some peculiar lifestyle... They live in both Greek and

foreign cities, wherever chance has put them. They follow local customs in clothing, food, and other aspects of life.
But at the same time, they demonstrate to us the wonderful and certainly unusual form of their own citizenship...” -

Letter to Diognetus



“For Christians are not differentiated from other people by country, language, or customs; you see, they do not live
in cities of their own, or speak some strange dialect, or have some peculiar lifestyle... They live in both Greek and

foreign cities, wherever chance has put them. They follow local customs in clothing, food, and other aspects of life.
But at the same time, they demonstrate to us the wonderful and certainly unusual form of their own citizenship...” -

Letter to Diognetus






“Therefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, ...not conforming yourselves to the former lusts, as in your
ignorance; but as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct” - | Peter 1.13-15

“In regard to these, they think it strange that you do not run with them in the same flood of dissipation, speaking

evil of you.” - | Peter 4.4

“Do not conform any longer to the pattern of this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind. Then

you will be able to test and approve what God'’s will is—his good, pleasing and perfect will.” -Romans 12:2.












Are we tolerating entertainment containing strong sexual/violent/criminal content (movie, T.V., music, video

games) ?
Garbage in = Garbage out: What we hear and see does affect us

Do we have integrity? (Example: lllegal downloading or copying...)



john 15:20

“Blessed are you when people insult and persecute you and say all kinds of evil things about you...” - Matthew 5.11



By living according to the teachings of Jesus, the Christians were condemning the pagan way of life
People were slandering the Christians, making up false accusations: sexual sins, cannibalism, unpatriotic, etc.

Refusal to make Caesar lord. Only Jesus is Lord!






How do we feel about persecution? Do we think it is a curse?

But Jesus promises it will happen if we hold on to his teachings!
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110 AD Ignatius of Antioch "Let none of you turn deserter. Let your baptism be your armor; your faith, your helmet;
your love, your spear; your patient endurance, your panoply" (Letter to Polycarp 6).

110-165 AD Martyr "As many as are persuaded and believe that what we teach and say is true, and undertake to be
able to live accordingly, are instructed to pray and to entreat God with fasting, for the remission of their sins that
are past, we praying and fasting with them. Then they are brought by us where there is water, and are regenerated
in the same manner in which we were ourselves regenerated. For, in the name of God, the Father and Lord of the
universe, and of our Savior Jesus Christ, and of the Holy Spirit, they then receive the washing with water. For Christ
also said, 'Except ye be born again, ye shall not enter into the kingdom of heaven.' Now, that it is impossible for
those who have once been born to enter into their mothers' wombs, is manifest to all... And for this we have
learned from the apostles this reason. Since at our birth we were born without our own knowledge or choice, by our

parents coming together, and were brought up in bad habits and wicked training; in order that we may not remain
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30-100 AD Clement of Rome, who was a, wrote, "It is necessary, therefore, that we be prompt in the practice of
good works. For He forewarns us, 'Behold, the Lord comes and His reward is before His face, to render to every
man according to his work.' ... Let us therefore earnestly strive to be found in the number of those who wait for
Him, in order that we may share in His promised reward. But how, beloved ones, shall we do this? By fixing our
thoughts on God by faith. By earnestly seeking the things that are pleasing and acceptable to Him. By doing the
things that are in harmony with His blameless will. And by following the way of truth, casting away from us all
unrighteousness and sin." (Clement of Rome Letter to the Corinthians chaps. 34, 35 [companion of the apostle Paul
and overseer of the church in Rome))

69-156 AD Polycarp "He who raised Him up from the dead will also raise us up-if we do His will and walk in His
commandments and love what He loved, keeping ourselves from all unrighteousness." (Polycarp, personal

companion of the apostle John, Letter to the Philippians chap. 2)
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195 AD Clement of Alexandria “Thus God ministers eternal salvation to those who cooperate for the attainment of
knowledge and good conduct. Since what the Commandments direct are in our own power, along with the
performance of them, the promise is accomplished.” (ANF 2.536)

195 AD Clement of Alexandria “A man by himself working and toiling at freedom from passion achieves nothing.
But if he plainly shows himself very desirous and earnest about this, he attains its by the addition of the power of
God. For God conspires with willing souls. But if they abandon their eagerness, the Spirit who is bestowed by God

is also restrained. For to save the unwilling is the part of one exercising compulsion. But to save the willing is that

of one showing grace.” (ANF 2.597)









In 304, with Diocletian ill in Rome, Galerius seized his chance and imposed a universal obligation to sacrifice on pain of death. Up to then only the clergy had been involved directly; now the pressure was on every Christian. The number of martyrs increased, as did the defiance of the Christians. One inscription
from a North African church lists 34 men and women who “suffered under the laws of the divine emperors Diocletian and Maximian.” In Phrygia a whole community was wiped out, and Egypt saw eight years of ruthless repression, which among the Coptic Christians earned the reign of Diocletian the title “The era

of the martyrs. ”
Persecution in the Early Church: Christian History, Issue 27, (Carol Stream, IL: Christianity Today, Inc.) 1997.

Christians had always been subject to local discrimination in the empire, but early emperors were reluctant to issue general laws against them. It was not until the 250s, under the reigns of Decius and Valerian, that such laws were passed. Under this legislation, Christians were compelled to sacrifice
to Roman gods or face imprisonment and execution.[3] When Gallienus acceded in 260, he issued the first imperial edict regarding tolerance toward Christians,[4] leading to nearly 40 years of peaceful coexistence. Diocletian's accession in 284 did not mark an immediate reversal of disregard to
Christianity, but it did herald a gradual shift in official attitudes toward religious minorities. In the first fifteen years of his rule, Diocletian purged the army of Christians, condemned Manicheans to death, and surrounded himself with public opponents of Christianity. Diocletian's preference for activist
government, combined with his self-image as a restorer of past Roman glory, presaged the most pervasive persecution in Roman history. In the winter of 302, Galerius urged Diocletian to begin a general persecution of the Christians. Diocletian was wary, and asked the oracle of Apollo for guidance.

The oracle's reply was read as an endorsement of Galerius's position, and a general persecution was called on February 24, 303.

Persecutory policies varied in intensity across the empire. Where Galerius and Diocletian were avid persecutors, Constantius was unenthusiastic. Later persecutory edicts, including the calls for universal sacrifice, were not applied in his domain. His son, Constantine, on taking the imperial office in
306, restored Christians to full legal equality and returned property that had been confiscated during the persecution. In ltaly in 306, the usurper Maxentius ousted Maximian's successor Severus, promising full religious toleration. Galerius ended the persecution in the East in 311, but it was resumed in
Egypt, Palestine, and Asia Minor by his successor, Maximinus. Constantine and Licinius, Severus's successor, signed the "Edict of Milan" in 313, which offered a more comprehensive acceptance of Christianity than Galerius's edict had provided. Licinius ousted Maximinus in 313, bringing an end to
persecution in the East.

The persecution failed to check the rise of the church. By 324, Constantine was sole ruler of the empire, and Christianity had become his favored religion. Although the persecution resulted in the deaths of—according to one modern estimate—3,000 to 3,500 Christians, and the torture, imprisonment,
or dislocation of many more, most Christians avoided punishment. The persecution did, however, cause many churches to split between those who had complied with imperial authority (the traditores), and those who had remained "pure". Certain schisms, like those of the Donatists in North Africa and
the Meletians in Egypt, persisted long after the persecutions. The Donatists would not be reconciled to the Catholic Church until after 411. In the centuries that followed, some Christians created a "cult of the martyrs", and exaggerated the barbarity of the persecutory era. These accounts were
criticized during the Enlightenment and after, most notably by Edward Gibbon. Modern historians like G. E. M. de Ste. Croix have attempted to determine whether Christian sources exaggerated the scope of the Diocletianic persecution.
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PUNCHING THEM WON'T STOP PEOPLE FROM BELIEVING THEIR LIES, BUT IT FEELS SO GOOD.













Explain council procedures without going into detail about subtleties of the debate. Bottomline: Constantine really

presided.















Preach on this! We need to be sobered. We need to be vigilant. We need to watch out for one another.
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An important function of the Forum, during both Republican and Imperial times, was to serve as the culminating
venue for the celebratory military processions known as Triumphs. Victorious generals entered the city by the
western Triumphal Gate (Porta Triumphalis) and circumnavigated the Palatine Hill (counterclockwise) before
proceeding from the Velian Hill down the Via Sacra and into the Forum






